118                              France is Divided
Temps; Jacques de Lesdain and Robert de Beauplan, contributors
to L'Illustration, the most fashionable illustrated weekly; Stephane
Lauzanne, of the Matin; J. Prouvost, owner of Paris-Soir, one of
the most dangerous outstanding defeatists hi the decisive days of
June 1940; and a host of other intellectuals.
In September 1944, the National Committee of Men of Letters
decided that all the authors who had given moral or material
help to the" invader or Vichy should be forbidden to publish any-
thing" again. The published list of such authors contains more
than a hundred names, among them quite famous writers, repre-
sentatives, before the war, of French culture and members of the
Academie Frangaise. Here are some of the names: Benoist-
Mechin, Abel Bonnard, Minister for Education under Vichy;
Pierre Benoit, Henri Bordeaux, Rene Benjamin, who was much
liked in France for his sharp Gallic wit and his colourful descrip-
tions of scenes in the Courts; Henri Beraud, F. Celine, who won
world fame before his last books, even before the war, turned
into foul-mouthed anti-Semitic obscenities; Chateaubriant and
Henri de Montherlant, both famous novelists. CMteaubriant
was always a fanatical French Nazi, but Montherlant was a
strong anti-Munichite. Why did he turn his coat, since his
book about the crisis in 1938 proved that he was very politically
conscious and not at all a poet, pure and simple, living only for
art? Others are less known but nevertheless had a considerable
public among them: Jacques Chardonne, Camille Vauclair,
Georges Claude, Felicien Falaise, Drieux La Rochefle, Georges
Montandon and B. Fay. Pierre Dominique, Abel Hermant, the
"* shining light" of the Academic, Luchaire, Lesdain, Charles
Maurras, also on this list, represented definitely a certain stratum
of French bourgeois thinking and living. Bernard Grasset was
one of the best known publishers. In 1930 already he had pub-
lished, with a foreword by himself, Friedrich Sieburg's book,
Dieu, est-il Frangais? La Fouchardiere of UCEuvre* comparable
for the English reader to Beachcomber, Shy or Hickey, often
aroused indignation, under the Republic, by Ms strange, almost
Fascist remarks cloaked in a democratic sheepskin. He too, as
well as;poets like Paul Fort, Georges Binaux, Francis Levy,, Rivet
and the painter Maurice Lafont, is on the list. In a second list
published some time later, several names included in the first
could no more be found, even those of P. Fort and H. Bordeaux.1
Uiifortunateiy, the number of writers who have taken an active
': *A list of collaborationist journalists was published in Nov. 1944.
More than 250 out of 1,100 have been excluded from the Maison des
journalistes.